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but she was also hungry. Before
long, she began to guzzle from
a milk bottle. Soon after she ate,
however, Ishanga collapsed,
shivering uncontrollably. The
keepers’ hearts pounded as they
covered her with blankets and
worked to revive her.

They feared the worst.

The Only Hope

After two hours of intensive
medical care, Ishanga awoke. She
slowly struggled to her feet, to
the relief of the two keepers and
veterinarian who had stayed with
her all night.

The next day, though Ishanga
remained weak, her
keepers introduced
her to some of the
other elephants at the
orphanage. The keepers stood

feel many of the same emotions
people feel—joy, excitement, and
love, for example, as well as fear,
anger, and loneliness. When an
elephant dies, its companions
mourn the loss and shed tears.
Elephants will return to the places
where relatives have died—even
years later—just as humans visit
graveyards to remember family and
friends who have passed away.
Elephants also form strong
relationships, both with other
elephants and with humans.
To keep the elephants from
becoming too attached to one
person, keepers take turns caring
for them. If an elephant forms

Ishanga, November 2011 4

too deep a bond with
just one keeper, the
elephant will fall into a
depression, sometimes
even refusing to eat

or drink, any time that
person is away.

No Longer Alone
The relationships
the orphaned elephants
develop with one another
and with their keepers can
be remarkably healing. Just
look at Ishanga. It's been more
than a year since she arrived
at the orphanage. Her wounds
are almost completely healed.
She has made many friends. She
is still thin, and occasionally
she has bad dreams that
keep her up at night, but
she is also one of the most
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back as the elephants extended
their trunks to Ishanga
in friendly greetings—
an elephant’s way of
shaking hands. Elephants
communicate through touch
and sound: intertwining
trunks and speaking in
grunts, barks, and shrieks.
The older elephants led
Ishanga around, giving her a
tour of her new home. They
showed her the dormitories
where they sleep; the field
where they run, wrestle, and
play soccer; the mud pit
where they bathe; and the
dining area where they drink
from gigantic baby bottles.

Scientists believe that elephants

3 playful elephants at the

? orphanage. A big eater, she

' knows the feeding schedule

by heart and is always first

in line, often causing trouble

by climbing up into the

wheelbarrow the keepers use to
carry the elephants’ milk.

It'll be up to Ishanga to decide
when she’s ready to leave the
orphanage. Returning to the wild is
along process that can take more
than 10 years. For now, she seems
to be in no rush to leave this
extraordinary community
of elephants and

Learn more at humans.
"";;;’::':}:S::‘:“d It seems that Ishanga

has a long and happy
life ahead of her. ®
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attack by a lion.
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had been together for decades. with a healthy set of tusks, they

ﬁ&?{i‘;ﬁﬂ.’r’: Then tragedy struck. hunt it down, kill it, and chop off its
The baby’s mother was killed. tusks. If that elephant is a mother,
No one knows for sure what her baby is doomed. Elephant
happened to her, but poachers— babies need their mother's milk
hunters who illegally kill wild for the first two years of their lives,
animals—are the likely culprits. and a mother can feed only one
According to some experts, baby at a time. When a baby loses
more than 100 elephants are its mother, the other elephants
killed by poachers each day in in the herd are powerless to help.
Africa. Most poachers are after the  They have no choice but to leave
elephants’ precious ivory tusks, orphans behind.
BY JUSTIN O'NEILL which can be used to make statues,
shanga was lying in the jewelry, and other prized objects. The Giant Rescuers
bushes—scared, starving,  The sale of ivory is banned in most On November 17,2010, an
and struggling to breathe. countries, but that doesn’t stop antipoaching team was on patrol
Justa few days before, these criminals, who can make inTsavo. These brave wilderness
the baby elephant had thousands of dollars selling tusks experts spend their days tracking
been with her mother, roaming inillegal markets. poachers and searching for deadly
the sweeping grasslands of Tsavo When poachers find an elephant  wire traps called “snares,” which
National Park in the East poachers set throughout

African country of Kenya. the park. They carry

Its a beautiful place, camping gear and stay
teeming with life. Zebras out on patrol for weeks
and giraffes wander atatime. In nearlya
among ancient baobab decade of work, they
trees. Hippos splash have removed thousands
in rivers, and herds of snares.

of rhinoceros shake In a stroke of luck,

the ground with their they spotted Ishanga
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Just a few days before, these criminals, who can make in Tsavo. These brave wilderness

the baby elephant had thousands of dollars selling tusks ~ experts spend their days tracking

been with her mother, roaming in illegal markets. poachers and searching for deadly

the sweeping grasslands of Tsavo When poachers find an elephant  wire trap

National Park in the st

African country of Kenya.
Its a beautiful place,

teeming with life. Zebras

and giraffes wander

among ancient baobab

trees. Hippos splash

in rivers, and herds

of thinoceros shake

the ground with their

thunderous foots

phants thrive
here. More than 10,000

of them live in the

and surrounding lands—
an arca about the size of
New Jersey.

Ishanga and her
mother had lived within
the security of their herd, a large
and communal extended family.
Some members of the herd
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called “snares,” which
poachers set throughout
the park. They carry
camping gear and stay
out on patrol for weeks
atatime. In nearly a
decade of work, they
have removed thousands
of snares.

Inastroke of luck,
they spotted Ishanga
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in the bushes. She had probably
wandered on her own for day:

hausted and starving, until she
collapsed, helpless as death closed
in. As soon as they saw her bulging
cheekbones and bloated stomach,
they knew she was starving.

‘They rushed to help, but alion
suddenly sprang from the bushes
before they could reach Ishanga.
The lion pounced on the exhausted
clephant, clamping its jaws around
her neck.

Chaos erupted. One of the men
pulled out a gun and fired shots
into the air. The noise startled the
lion; it released its death grip and
slunk away. The damage, however,
was done. Blood dripped from a
gruesome gash on the baby’s neck.
Just offin the distance, a group of
hungry lions was circling.

‘The team knew what they had
to do. They needed to get the dying
baby to the David Sheldrick Wildlife
Trust, an orphanage for baby
elephants about 300 miles north of

Tsavo. But time was running out.

for the Trust, were

determined to get her

there. It was her o




image6.png
lion; it released its death grip and
slunk away. The damage, however,
was done. Blood dripped from a
gruesome gash on the baby’s neck.
Just offin the distance, a group of
hungry lions was circling.

‘The team knew what they had
to do. They needed to get the dying
baby to the David Sheldrick Wildlife
“Trust, an orphanage for baby
elephants about 300 miles north of

Tsavo. But time was running out

A Race With Death

Dame Daphne Sheldrick
founded the Wildlife Trust 30
years ago. She named it in honor
of herlate husband, an expert on
Kenyan wildlife. Dame Daphne
created a place where orphaned
baby elephants could be safe
from almost certain death in the
wilderness. Over the years, the
“Trust has raised 130 elephants and
successfully released them back
into the wild.

Ishanga’s rescuers, who work

When elephants are
separated from their
herds, they become so
depressed they can die.
Keepers provide constant
companionship, sometimes
even sleeping beside them.

for the Trust, were
determined to get her
there. It was her only
chance for survival.
‘They carried her by
jeep across rocky dirt roads to an
airstrip and waited for the rescue
plane to arrive. Meanwhile, the
baby’s condition continued to
deterlorate. Could she hang on
much longer?

After an agonizing wait followed
by an hourlong plane ride, the team
atlast arrived at the orphanage. The
medical staff worked frantically to
treat the baby’s wound. But Ishanga

w;

frightened, bucking her head
and refusing to eat, drink, or let
anyone get near her.

‘Through the night, the staff
treated her with modern medicine
and old-fashioned loving care.
‘They soothed her with gentle
strokes and calm voices. And they
named her Ishanga, after the area

where she was found.

Ishanga was stubborn,
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