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	Mood is the _____________the reader gets from reading a piece of writing. Another way to describe mood is _________________.  When you walk into a place, it has an atmosphere that makes you feel a certain way; when you “walk into” a story, it too has an atmosphere that creates a feeling. Writers create mood through word choice, imagery, dialogue, setting, and plot.
Tone is the ​​​_____________ of the author or speaker toward the ______________ or audience.  The tone of the story often conveys (___________) the speaker’s emotions.
Conflict is the ______________ in a story.

· __________ conflict occurs when a character has a struggle within his or her mind.

· __________ conflict occurs when a character struggles with an outside force (person, society, or nature).


1. How does the setting contribute to the mood of the story?

2. What does the following sentence tell you about Ana and Abuela’s relationship?
“I knew her kitchen—the dried peppers hanging from the ceiling and Abuela’s recipe book propped up against mixing bowls—better than my own bedroom”

3. How does Ana feel after she opens her presents? How does the author convey (show) these feelings?

4. What big idea about family does this story suggest? Support your answer with text evidence. 
5. Consider the following sentences from the story:

· “I caught a glimpse of Abuela, her shoulders slumped, shuffling to a chair.”

· “She sank into the shadows, and her face disappeared into a streaky gray smudge, as if it were being erased.”

What mood do the details in these sentences create?

6. How does the author convey that Ana feels guilty after opening her presents?

7. What makes Abuela’s present valuable? Explain using details from the story to support your answer.

8. Consider the following excerpt from the passage.  What is the author’s tone?
“I longed to ditch the frilly dress, let down my hair, and throw on boots and jeans.  I’d then saddle up my mare, Esperanza, and ride out into the desert surrounding our house.  Instead, I was stuck as the center of attention.”

9. What does the last line of the story mean?

10. What is the author’s purpose for this story?  How do you know?

11. Find an internal and external conflict in the story.  Explain the conflict in your own words and find text evidence to represent the conflict.

	Type of Conflict
	Explanation
	Text Evidence

	Internal
	
	

	External
	
	


